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Overview

1. A cohort effect: Why homelessness among
older Veterans will likely increase in
coming years

2. Projecting changes in size of population
and use of health services

3. Implications of aging trend
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1) A COHORT EFFECT
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A Cohort Phenomenon
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A Cohort Phenomenon

% Sheltered Single Adult Male Homeless Population
Accounted For By Persons Ages 49+ and 55+, 1990-2010
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Aging Trend Is Distinct from Aging of General

Population
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Trend Consistent Across Jurisdictions

Age Distribution of Single Adult Males in Shelter
1990, 2000, 2010
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Similar Trend Among Veterans

Age Distribution of Homeless Veteran Population (based on
users of VA specialized homeless programs), 2000-2010
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2) PROJECTI
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Population Projections

* Worked with a team of demographers to create projections of
future age distribution of single adult and Veteran homeless
population

* Used this to create extrapolated projections of PIT and Annual
Veteran counts in 2015, 2020, and 2025

* Basic approach:

1) Use 2010 PIT/Annual count as base year
2) Impute age distribution of Vets in 2010

3) Use projections to calculate % change in count for each age group
in 2015,2020, 2025 relative to 2010

4) Multiply 2010 count in each age group by % change from step 3 to
get extrapolated counts
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Projected Age Distribution of Single Adult Homeless
Population in 2015
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Veteran PIT Projections
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Projected PIT count of Homeless Veterans
Age 60+
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Veteran Annual Projections
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Projected Annual count of Homeless
Veterans Age 60+
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Health Care Costs for Homeless Veterans Increase With

Age
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) IMPLICATIONS
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Changing Population Will Require
Adjusting Responses

* Addressing geriatric conditions/mortality in
all programs

— Staff training, facility /building changes

* Targeted intervention to improve housing
stability of older Veterans

* Linkages with income support and/or other
mainstream resources



